





Although support for illiberalism and nationalism, as well as scepticism of cosmopolitanism and globalisation more
generally, have been on the rise for some time, these trends broke out into the open in 2016, as the result of two
events: the narrow victory of the Leave campaign in the United Kingdom’s 23 June referendum on its membership
in the European Union (EU) and Trump’s election as President of the United States on 8 November. As
fundamental threats to the post-Cold War political and economic order, these developments reverberated far
beyond the Anglo-Saxon world. For most political observers, the victories of President Trump and his English ally
Boris Johnson, the leader of the Leave campaign who became Prime Minister in July of 2019, seemingly signalled
the political breakthrough of a powerful new form of far-right populism opposed to free trade and the progressive
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